High-End Hall of Fame: 3 New Inductees

the absolute sound
Brilliant!

dCS Bartok Streaming DAC
Digital Focus

New gear from Yamaha, Aurender, Technics,
Linn, PrimaLuna, Lumin, and Arcam

Hot Tickets

Gold Note's Do-it-All IS-1000 Integrated Amp
The Best from Rocky Mountain Audio Fest
Headphones from Warwick Acoustics and HiFiMan

Plus!

16 Pages of Music Reviews and Features

Robbie Robertson, Keith Jarrett, Betty Carter, Kenny Barron and
Mulgrew Miller, CCR at Woodstock, Bruce Cockburn, sitting in
on a direct-to-disc recording, and more.
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Bonus! The best hi-res downloads.

DISPLAY UNTIL DECEMBER 20, 2019

7




Equipment Report

PHONO MM

Gold Note I1S-1000 Streaming

Integrated Amplifier
Gladiator
Neil Gader

f, by any chance, audio enthusiasts required
I further evidence of the generational shift that has funda-

mentally transformed the integrated amplifier segment,

they need look no further than the Gold Note IS-1000.
Whereas, once upon a time, this stylish Italian beauty might have
lived a full, productive life as a traditional analog linestage inte-
grated amp, today’s market forces and listening appetites demand
something more. .. well, abbondante. Indeed, the IS-1000 may hail
from the land of Leonardo and Michelangelo but, as I discov-
ered, in reality it’s as contemporary as anything out of Silicon
Valley.

Gold Note of Italy is located a short distance from Florence.
It’s a young company, having been formed in 2012. It currently
employs 28 full-time employees and serves markets in forty coun-
tries. The driving force behind the firm’s success is founder and
CEO Maurizio Aterini. Educated as a mechanical engineer, Ater-
ini has had his eyes and ears on performance audio since eatly
childhood. A staunch believer in the audio synergy that can arise
from a collection of products built upon a common philosophy,
he produces many types of audio gear—from amplifiers, DACs,
and streamers, to turntables, CD players, and loudspeakers. All
are distinctive and stylish in the Italian tradition—wood cabinets
and turntable plinths are made by craftsman in Northern Italy;
electronics have all-aluminum enclosutes, with CNC machines
carving Gold Note’s definitive shapes.

Visually, the IS-1000 is elegant with a formidable aluminum
faceplate and an array of vents overflowing the top and down
the side panels like a waterfall. The “tank” design of the chassis
increases mass and rigidity to enhance mechanical stability and
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damping. In fit and finish, I'd
score overall quality at a very
high level. The front panel
is dominated by a brilliant,
square, LED color display
that’s controlled by a multi-ac-
cess knob. This controller op-
erates volume conventionally.
But through a combination of
buttons and rotations the user
can also scroll through and
visually select inputs, balance,
and damping (high and low).
The unit is placed into stand-
by by depressing the knob for
about three seconds. There’s
also a two-stage “booster”
circuit for plumping up low-
er frequencies, similar in my
experience to the loudness
switch from an earlier era of
audio.

The back panel sports a pair
of analog RCA inputs and an
XLR input.
RCA “Input One” performs
double-duty, allowing the user
to select between line-lev-
el and phono-level (mm or
mc) from the front panel
Of note, the phonostage is

Conveniently,

derived from the company’s
PH-10 (review forthcoming)
and provides 45dB of gain
to moving-magnets and 65dB
of gain to moving-coils. Ad-
ditionally, there are a pair of
preamp outs—fixed and vari-
able. The digital-input sec-
tion provides coaxial, USB-A
(suitable for a thumb drive),
Ethernet, and three optical
inputs.

It would be easier to list
what the Gold Note IS-1000
integrated can’t do than what
it can. Even so, take a breath;
here we go. The DAC and
streamer portion use tech-
nical innovations derived
directly from Gold Note’s
flagship models. Two ver-
sions are offered, the Clas-
sic with the Burr-Brown
PCM1792A chipset and the
Deluxe model with the Burr-
Brown PCM1796 chipset for
an additional $900. My review
sample was the Deluxe ver-
sion. PCM resolution extends
to  24-bit/192kHz, while
DSD64 files are converted
to high-resolution PCM over
UPnP protocol on USB and
LAN. The digital stage is
driven by a super-micro-con-
troller Cortex-M4 core, which
runs at 32 bits and, as Gold
Note states in its literature,
is extremely fast and stable.
This micro-controller also
performs safety processes,
which include monitoring in-
ternal temperature to activate
cooling options.

The IS-1000 is Roon ready
and fully compatible with
multi-room systems. Offering
quick plug-and-play installa-
tion, it connects to a home
network (via Wi-Fi or Ether-
net), allowing streaming from
Tidal, Qobuz, Spotify, Spotify
Connect, Deezer with Roon,
and MQA decoding. The
Gold Note app (1OS and An-
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droid) permits easy browsing
of music collections stored
locally on a NAS or a USB
sticks. It also supports media
servers like Minim Server,
which I have running on my
Synology NAS drive, and
Bubble UPnP.

The heart of the IS-1000
is its Class AB amplifier—a
high-current MOSFET de-
sign that outputs 125Wpc into
8 ohms. Its power supply fea-
tures a toroidal transformer
custom-made in Italy. A spe-
cially treated high-dampening
core was designed to elimi-
nate vibrations. The PCBs are
ultra-thick and gold-plated
with double copper traces to
preserve the purity of the au-
dio signal path.

Getting the IS-1000 up
and running in network me-
dia-player mode was straight-
forward—as simple as down-
loading the Mconnect control
app—a free download via
Android or iTunes—and con-
necting an Ethernet cable to
a network router. For iOS,
you can download another
dedicated app, Gold Note
1S-1000 Control. Gold Note
is working on a single unified
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app called GN Control. Once
one of the apps is download-
ed the IS-1000 takes over
from there. Input switching is
fast with no random pops or
clicks. While the app doesn’t
have the graphical panache
and intuitiveness of some
bespoke apps, it does the job
effectively.

Italy is a country that stim-
ulates the senses like few plac-
es in the world—whether it’s
an opera at La Scala, white
truffles from the Piedmont
region, wine from Tuscany,
Michelangelo’s David in Flor-
ence, a perfect cappuccino, or
just a gelato from along the
Ponte Vecchio. In many ways
it wouldn’t be a stretch (OK,
maybe a little) to suggest this
was the musical atmosphere
the Gold Note conjured up
(evident even if you’ve never
been to Italy). It had a warm-
er, more romantic character
that rounded off the sharper,
nastier edges of recordings.
Tonally, the personality of the
IS-1000 was neutral through-
out the midrange with inti-
mations of extra bloom and
body in the mid and upper
bass. These traits were partic-

ularly fitting when listening to cellist Martin Zeller playing Bach’s
Six Suites for Violincello. Evident were all the complex voices
of his instrument—attack off the bow, body, bloom, and darker
trailing resonances. These elements are always a challenge to re-
produce. Vocals also shone with energy and presence, and seem-
ingly settled into a comfy pocket at the center of the soundstage,
without lying back too passively. The IS-1000 demonstrated a
particularly deft touch with more intimate naturalistic perfor-
mances like those of Brazilian singer/guitarist Ana Caram [Blue
Bossa). Her cover of “Fly Me to the Moon” brought forth the
gentle interplay between her voice and her nylon-string guitar. In
sum, the IS-1000 typically had a lush, slightly forgiving signature.
At idle, the IS-1000 was absolutely silent with no intru-
sive switching noises or electronic artifacts. However, when
called upon, it purred with the fluidity and vitality of a Ferrari
twelve-cylinder. Orchestral music, in fact, had a firm, of-a-piece
signature that was detailed, layered, stable, and immersive. The
1S-1000 reproduced performances as if they were a single block
of sound within a hall. And speaking of the famed car makers
of Maranello, it wasn’t just the Gold Note’s fluidity that caught
my attention. It was the sensation of power in reserve that could
be tapped whenever the music might require the amp to “open
the throttle” a bit more. Yes, a spec of 125Wpc doesn’t sound
especially powerful in 2019, but mere numbers don’t really tell the
story. The robust power supply and transformer of this well-de-
signed amp ensure performance that steps outside general power
ratings. In real life, the IS-1000 imparted a gtrip and assuredness
in the bass that immediately commanded my attention. Low ftre-
quencies were both extended and controlled. Pitch information
was distinct and unwavering, Instrumental timbre in these oc-
taves was nicely expressed. Whether it was the concussive kettle-
drums of Copland’s “Fanfare,” the dance-floor kickdrum slam
of Michael Jackson’s mega-hit “Billie Jean,” or the fat resonances
radiating from Renaud Garcia-Fons’ stand-up bass during The
Marcevol Concert, the Gold Note had the palette to match.

Specs & Pricing

Power output:125Wpc into 8 ohms

Inputs: Analog: two RCA, one XLR; digital: three optical,
one coaxial, one USB Type B, one Ethernet LAN, and
Wi-Fi

Outputs: One RCA variable, one RCA fixed
Dimensions: 16.9" x 5.3" x 14.7"

Weight: 40 Ibs.

Price: $5099 (Deluxe version with upgraded DAC, as
reviewed, is $5999)

RUTHERFORD AUDIO INC. (U.S. Distributor)
G108, 14 Inverness Drive East

Englewood, CO 80112

(303) 872-6285

rutherfordaudio.com



